
Owatonna Arts Center
Home of Creativity and Artistry

A Message from  
the President

The Owatonna Arts Center 
encourages and celebrates the 
creative and performing arts 
that enrich the human spirit.

November/December 2017

Business Hours
10-5 Tues-Fri

Gallery Hours
1-5 Tues-Sun

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Calendar at a Glance:
Be sure to check the  
website for an  updated  
list of classes and events.
www.oacarts.org

November 2, 3 & 4
Pastimes

November 5 -26
Catherine Park & Peter 
Park exhibition
Reception for the Parks 
Nov 12.

November 10
Wine and Cheese Tasting 
Benefit

November 14, 4:30 to 6 PM 
Healing Arts Reception

November 14, 7-9 PM
“Fall Arts Splash”

November 16
Give to the MAX Day   

December 3-31  
“Whimsical Wonders 

December 3, 4PM  
OHS Carolers 

December 8  
“Fezziwig’s Feast” 

December 9  
Cocoa with Santa

     We have entered the new Fiscal Year 
for OAC and are saying goodbye to three 
Board Members, Sue Vedder, Naomi Jirele 
and Kevin Ihrke.  We thank them for their 
contribution and look forward to their 
continued support of OAC.  While we have 
lost these great Board Members, we have 
picked up three new exciting Members; Les 
Abraham, Ann Lange and Andi Gaffke.  Beth 
DeCoux was re-elected to another 3-year 
term. 
     There are many exciting events scheduled 
before the end of the year.  A visit to OAC to 
enjoy the decorations is a must during the 
Christmas Season.   This year Fezziwigs will 
be the theme of our annual Christmas Dinner 
Party.   Don’t forget to bring the kids for 
cocoa with Santa on 12/9.  Check out all the 
various activities which are listed throughout 
this newsletter.  This is also the time of the 
year to make sure your membership is up-to-
date.  OAC has a Foundation, and year-end 
gifts to the Foundation give strong support to 
OAC today and in the future.  
    An early Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year greeting to all.

Arlan Burmeister, President OAC 

A Thank You Note  
from Silvan

 I am blessed with so many 
Arts Center Friends.  I was 
over whelmed with the many 
individuals and kind words the 
day of my 40th celebration.  
The committee thought of all 
the details to make the party 
a wonderful experience for 
me and my guests.  My Arts 
Center Friends have been good 
to me and continue to delight 
me with their willingness to 
work on projects, share their 
talents, time and funds.  I am 
honored and humbled by having 
a Scholarship named after me.  
The Arts are important to all. 
The scholarship will encourage 
and allow a new generation to 
further the creative journey that 
is the Arts.  Thank you for these 
gifts to future Artists.    
                                        
   Silvan

The Wine Tasting that benefits the Arts 
Center is a good opportunity to sample 
over a hundred wines to find the ones 
you would like to share with your guests 
at your holiday gatherings.  Wine and 
cheeses are a perfect match - there will be 
some new ones to sample.  The selections 
on the buffet table from Cash Wise Deli 
will tempt you and will make your party a 
taste-setter.  An evening with good friends, 
fine wine and sensational hors d’oeuvres, 

topped off with prize drawings. Advanced 
purchase tickets are $15.00, and $20.00 at 
the door, and can 
be purchased at 
Cash Wise Liquor, 
Kottke’s and the 
Arts Center.

WINE AND CHEESE TASTING BENEFIT
Friday, Nov 10, 6:30 – 9PM



The arts center over the years has hosted 
The Ming Chow Sumi Chapter brush painting 
workshop. Catherine Park has attended and 
would like to share her culture through the clay 
pieces and her husband’s calligraphy.  They 
will both be at the gallery reception opening on 
Sunday, November 12 from 1-5 pm.
 
The Parks Write:
We are Koreans who were born and raised in 
Asian countries, Japan and South Korea, where 
we were heavily influenced by Taoism, the 
Confucius philosophy from the Chinese culture. 
The influences of Taoism and Confucius 
philosophy are reflected in our art we are 
presenting. 

Both of us endured the bitter experiences of 
war that we will never forget and we don't 
ever want that to happen again. My husband 
Peter especially remembers the bitter taste of 

Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday through Sunday  
The gallery is closed Mondays

communism during the Korean War from 1950 
to 1953 when North Korea invaded South Korea. 
We thank God that the U.S. government and 
United Nations stepped in to save the Korean 
Peninsula from becoming a communist country. 
We all are forever thankful to General MacArthur 
and the 40,000 U.S. troops serving and giving 
their lives during the Korean War to save South 
Korea.  We want people to understand and learn 
about Asian culture and art.
 
We are presenting our art to people so they can 
understand Taoism and Confucius philosophies, 
promote peace and a proper way of living. 
There should be peace within each person and 
with others so that we live peacefully as good 
humans. That is Taoism.

Clay mask by Catherine Park

WHIMSICAL WISH AT 
CHRISTMAS
December 3 – 31

As we dream this holiday 
season, the fantasy of time, 
space and color can become 
reality.  The cheerful brilliant 
colors in the galleries contrast 
to the coldness in the outdoor 
landscape. The candle 
lit lanterns of old give 
the glow to our faces 
as giggles chuckle 
from Dr. Seuss’s 
imaginations.   

CATHERINE AND PETER PARK
Asian Brush Painting & Calligraphy:  Chi Spirt of Korean Folk Masks
November 5–26
Reception November 12, 1-5PM



PASTIMES
November 2, 3, 4

“Pastimes” provides a European shopping 
experience -- boutiques with unique handmade 
pieces for the home or personal adornment 
and the café experience to relax, share a 
conversation and enjoy homemade soups. 
“Pastimes” opens on Thursday, November 2 
at 5 -7PM and Friday Nov 3, at 9AM to 7PM. 
Saturday hours are 9 AM to 3 PM. Begin your 
holiday shopping. There will be paintings, wood 
carvings, pottery, baskets, painted furniture, 
crystal sun-catchers, and beaded jewelry.

FALL ARTS SPLASH
November 14, 7-9 PM.

“Fall Arts Splash” will showcase young talented 
musicians from OHS on Tuesday evening Nov. 
14, 7-9 PM. Nicholas Hagen and his committee 
are promoting this program to give their peers a 
venue to get together and enjoy the music.  

 
HEALING ARTS – FALL/WINTER
Reception November 14, 4:30-6:00PM at  
the Hospital

The Healing Arts Program is a collaboration 
with Allina Health Owatonna Hospital to create 

a healing environment. With the change of 
seasons, the Fall / Winter collection is on 
display on the ground level corridor and second 
floor level with a pamphlet giving information 
about each artist available at a kiosk on the first 
floor. You are invited to a reception on Tuesday, 
November 14 from 4:30 to 6 PM at the hospital 
to meet the artists and view the new collection. 
Two local artists will be showing paintings, 
Adele Beals, and Jodi Gasner. Rita Kirsch 
Dungery and Carol Stott will also have paintings 
on display. Tressa Sularz, a fiber artist, will have 
sculptural pieces showcased in the Emergency 
Lobby.

MAKE AND TAKE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
Nov 18, morning or afternoon classes

Create some treasured memories and 
handmade ornaments for your Christmas tree 
(fun for kids and adults). Santa’s creative staff 
have designed seven ornaments to make. 
You can make all of them or just one, while 
enjoying a holiday goodie. All the supplies and 
instructions are provided. Make all seven for 
$30, or one for $5. Morning class is 9 AM to 
Noon. Afternoon class is 1- 4 PM on Saturday 
Nov. 18. Phone the arts center at 507-451-0533 
to register.

Pastimes is a holiday 
tradition at the Owatonna 
Arts Center.

November Events at the Arts Center



December Events  
at the Arts Center
FEZZIWIG’S FEAST
December 8
6:30-7 Social Hour, Dinner at 7:00

The Holiday season is all about the traditions of 
carols, family, friends and sharing food.
As the snowflakes fall and blanket the 
landscape, we invite you to an evening feast, 
carols, fellowship and yes, a visit by Scrooge.  
The Fezziwig’s are throwing a Christmas party 
on Friday December 8th. Come in from the 
cold, be greeted by carolers, and enjoy a cup 
of Wassel, the perfect start to the evening 
festivities.  The Fezziwig’s have set a beautiful 
table with a winter feast, with a sweet treat 
to end the evening.  Carols will be rudely 
interrupted by Scrooge.  There is limited seating 
so get your tickets soon so that it isn’t a silent 
memory for you. Tickets are $60 and can be 
purchased at the OAC and Kottke’s. Special 
thanks to the Little Theater of Owatonna.

COCOA WITH SANTA
December 9, 10AM – 11:30AM

Who doesn’t want to tell Santa what they are 
wishing for? It is a busy time for him and his 
elves, but he and Mrs. Claus always enjoy their 
visit to Owatonna to listen to the requests.  
The old upright piano comes to life with Mrs. 
Claus playing carols.  Enjoy a free cup of cocoa 
and listen to Mary Kay Feltes read The Polar 
Express.  The visit is brief so don’t miss Santa!
  

OHS CAROLERS SONG FEST
December 3, 4PM – 5PM

The OHS Carolers song fest is a holiday 
tradition that began in 1939 by Harry Wenger.  
Their singing will warm our hearts with the best 
of holiday wishes.  Come and enjoy a cup of  
hot cider and a Christmas cookie as the 
Carolers sing. 

Spotlight on OAC Art Works
The Owatonna Arts Center is proud to own two 
works by prominent 20th century sculptors 
who spent a significant portion of their working 
lives in Minnesota: “Reflections III” by Paul 
Granlund and “Winged Figure” by John Rood. 
While the sculpture garden is being renovated, 
you can find the Granlund sculpture in the new 
Arnesen Atrium.  The Rood is currently on loan to 
Riverland Community College.

To learn more 
about some of 
the art works 
on display at 
the OAC,  
pick up a 
Self-Guided 
Tour brochure 
at the new 
Welcome Desk.

Reflections III 
by Paul Granlund

Winged Figure
by John Rood



ART ON THE HILLS 2018
Preparation for “Art on the Hills” is 
already beginning.  Committees are 
being set up and if you would like to 
help make the 2018 event a success, 
contact the office (507-451-0533).  

There has been a flurry of activities at the 
Arts Center since the new entrance was 
dedicated.  Quilt, fashion, even a 92nd birthday 
party.  Finishing touches have been happening 
throughout the year.  The corner stone date, 
the bronzed letters above the door (Owatonna 
Granite), the bronze plaques that recognize 
the many individuals that have contributed, the 
Arnesen Atrium (Sue Vedder worked diligently 
with Owatonna Recognition to finalize the 
plaque).  Jerry Shore built the two chandeliers.  
Sherry Kubista made stain glass covers for the 
wall sconces.  These items were very important 
in creating an impressive and welcoming 
entrance to the Arts Center.

The Friends Luncheon
We have received so many accolades from all 
the 120 guest that attended the Friends Fall 
Luncheon.  The hearty menu was efficiently 
served by the Arts Center’s male patrons.  
Luann Heyer so graciously shared her story.  As 
she said, passion, patience and persistence are 
a must in creating the very personal garments 
and in running a boutique business.  The 
models had personal stories to tell about their 
garment, confirming the unique experience at 
Annie Belle Creations.  Thank you for making 
the luncheon an enjoyable experience for all.  
Thank you to Thrivent for giving matching 
funds. The luncheon was chaired by Ardie 
Bahe, and Carol Zetah with assistance of all the 
Friends. We welcome new Friends to join - the 
meetings are the Third Thursday of the month at 
11 AM.

BAD TANGERINES CONCERT
The acapella voices of the “Bad Tangerines” 
mesmerized the audience with full orchestration 
with only a few voices.  The audience listened to 
popular songs and humor.  The Bad Tangerines 
most graciously volunteered their talents, so all 
the proceeds went to the Arts Center.  It was 
financially a big success and all the guests had 
a fun evening.

A Few Thanks-Yous
MEMORIALS
In memory of Allen Butler
Given by:  Terri and Tom Effertz
In memory of Joseph McDilda
Given by:  CJ and Doug Brase

IN HONOR OF
80th Birthday Present for Ruth Bullock
Given by Larry and Joan Pierce

NEW MEMBERS  
AND RENEWALS
Carol Zetah
Jerome Zetah
Lawayn A. Trom
Matt & Cheryl Bissonette and family
Jan Clementson
Bev Cashman
Dora Ellingson
Laura Romnes
Chad & Karen Lange
Evelyn L. Kaplan
Catherine Brown Furness
Judy Fairchild
Mary Gontarek
Graham & Karen Benoit
Ruth Pfeifer and family



 

Owatonna Arts Center
435 Garden View Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Artistic Director
Silvan Durben

Admin. Assistant
Sandra Carter

Newsletter Editor
Kristin Warehime

OAC Board Members
Arlan Burmeister,  
President,  
arlanbev@charter.net

Stephanie Shea,  
Vice Pressunshea@msn.com

Andi Gaffke, Secretary 
algaffke@gmail.com

Marlene Camilli, Treasurer
wmcam@q.com

Beth DeCoux, 
Bettylou909@gmail.com

Patricia Braasch-Turi  
patti.ann@live.com

Nancy Deetz
nancydeetz.nd@gmail.com

Les Abraham
lesabrah@msn.com

Ann Lange
annlange@gmail.com

The OAC Board  
meets the Third Tuesday  
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
All members are always  
encouraged to attend

Contact Us!
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/oacarts 

Website:  
oacarts.org

Phone: 
507-451-0533

Looking for that 
perfect gift?  
Snowbabies are 
for sale at the 
Arts Center.


