
Grants have been received from the OAC 
Endowment, Wenger Foundation, US Bank,
and the Owatonna Foundation. Please thank 
the folks from these groups when you have 
the opportunity to do so.  Their support is 
critical to our success.

I wish you a refreshing summer season filled 
with sunny days, picnics, Bar-B-Qs, baseball, 
camping and bonfires or whatever you find joy 
in doing. Remember to renew your  passion 
for the arts and stay involved with our OAC. 
We are here for you and because of you.

Sincerely,
C J Brase, President
                         

Owatonna Arts Center
Home of Creativity and Artistry

A Message from the President

 

Business Hours
10-5 Tues-Fri

Gallery Hours
1-5 Tues-Sun

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Calendar at a Glance:
Be sure to check the  
website for an updated  
list of classes and events.
www.oacarts.org

Greetings Members of the OAC! 

Summer has arrived!  I was finally able to 
plant my flowers but then wondered if I 
should have thought about planting rice 
instead.  It seems to me that we have had four 
terribly wet springs in a row which hampered 
my being able to get into my flower beds early 
enough to clean them up before the darn 
weeds got a head start.  Then the rain comes 
and keeps coming until I need to play catch 
up all summer because something is going on 
or needs to be done during the nice weather 
days.  Maybe one of these years we will have 
an old fashioned spring where the weather 
warms up gradually and the rain comes at 
night when needed.  I can dream, can’t I?

My favorite activity for the Art Center happens 
during the summer. I love the Secret Garden 
Tour. Each year I marvel at the great work 
others do with their yards. I am always excited 
to see new ideals and then plan to upgrade 
my garden.  Then July comes with the heat, 
humidity, weeds and mosquitoes and I want 
to take cover in air conditioning without 
needing to apply bug spray all the time. So I 
live vicariously through the gardens shown 
so beautifully by those who volunteer to 
share with us their “painting” with plants and 
flowers.......Monet anyone? Please check the 
calendar for our July/August activities and 
programs. There are many worthwhile dates 
to reserve on your calendars.

We thank you for your support of the OAC and 
would welcome your consideration of being 
on our Board of Directors for 2019-2020. You 
may have a vision for our future which you 
need to share. Please contact me at 451-
2000 or email Cjstar22@icloud.com if you 
wish to submit yourself or another member 
(we will call them and ask for permission) for 
nomination. We need to have the names of 
those willing to serve in this way before our 
August Board meeting.

This activity is made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the 
Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

The Owatonna Arts Center 
encourages and celebrates the 
creative and performing arts 
that enrich the human spirit.

July/August 2019

July 7–28 
Malia Wiley Exhibition: 
“Crochet in Translation”  
Reception, July 7 
1:00PM–4:00PM 

July 14
Luke Berkley Concert 
7PM

July 21 
Secret Garden Tour 
10:00–4:00PM

July 27 
India Enter, Caroline Nelson, 
Brianne Ulrich concert 
2:00 PM

August 4–25 
Julie Johnston Exhibition:
“Farm Women”
 

Sharon Stark 
supported 
the arts in our 
community. 
She was one 
of the founding 
members of the 
Little Theater 
of Owatonna, 
active in the 
OAC, and chair 
of the Festival 
of the Arts. This summer the Little Theater 
is doing a production of The Last Five Years 
July 25-28. This production is the kick-off 
celebration of the Sharon Stark Forever 
Fund. This fund will support the Little 
Theater of Owatonna and help ensure live 
theater in Owatonna for future generations. 
Contributions to the Sharon Stark Forever 
Fund can be sent to LTO P.O. Box 64, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

Sharon Stark Forever Fund



Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday–Sunday. The Gallery is closed Mondays. 

Malia Wiley 

Crochet in  
Translation
Paintings 
July 7–28
ARTIST RECEPTION SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 1–4 PM

Julie Johnston 

Farm Women
Paintings
August 4–25
ARTIST RECEPTION SUNDAY, AUGUST 4. 1–4 PM

 

Malia Wiley’s has combined craft and fine art into 
one, afghans and animal paintings.  

This body of work is inspired by the craft of crochet 
and started as an idea to translate the hand-woven 
fabric into a painting. My initial idea was to do 
closeup paintings of the stitches to create an 
abstract image. The theme quickly merged with my 
love for painting animals.   

To me a crochet afghan is a thing of beauty.   
Several of the afghans used for these paintings 
were crocheted by me or my grandmother, but I also 
collect afghans from thrift stores and garage sales.  
I have been crocheting and painting since I was a 
very young girl and bringing the two together has 

Julie Johnston wants to honor and make us aware 
of the work that women farmers do, both in oil and  
pastel.  The women are of various ages farming in 
southeastern Minnesota.  She shadowed the women 
as they planted, weeded, harvested, canned, tended 

been so inspiring to me.  Painting and crochet have 
been two creative outlets that I have continued to 
pursue for most of my life and combining them  
only feels natural. 

So why do painting and crochet work together? 
Crochet is color, pattern, composition and patience. 
It is a longstanding tradition that dates so far back 
historians don’t even know when it really started. 
You can say many of the same things about painting; 
essentially these two have been around forever. One is 
high art and the other craft and I do both.  

 “I have always wanted to combine   
painting and crochet, so I did.”   

livestock, ordered supplies and did bookwork.  They 
also were responsible for marketing their goods. 
They are passionate for the land, the produce and 
animals wanting to share the best to nourish us and 
share the process of working with nature. 

 



MAKE BELIEVE AND MYTHICAL CREATURES 
(CHILD /ADULT CLASS) 
Parents bring your children (+6 yrs and up) to learn 
how to make clay mythical creatures. Your instructor 
will go over the basic techniques to make successful 
three-dimensional figures out of clay, then students 
will have the opportunity to make their own creature. 
Think Unicorns, Dragons & Phoenix’s or make a 
creature straight from your own imaginations! 
Aprons will be provided, but wear clothes that can 
get clay on them and underglazes.
07/13/19     10AM–12AM    Sat     $17 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

POP-UP STORYBOOK WORKSHOP (AGES 8-11) 
Students will make their own Pop Up Story Book 
based on n different themes provided by the 
instructor.  Various Pop Up and moving parts book 
techniques will be taught and they will then use 
them to create a story of their own to take home.  
Participant should bring scissors and a utility knife 
if they have one, but the instructor will have them 
available for use in the class.   
07/23/19     9AM–11AM    Tu–Th     $56 
OAC     Sessions: 3     Instructor: Stacy Billings 

SPLATTER ART 
Splatter painting is energetic, unpredictable and 
fun! If you’ve ever thought about trying ....here’s 
your chance! Your instructor will demonstrate 
various techniques including dripping, splashing, 
and pouring. Then it’s your turn to make your own 
abstract piece! Get into a meditative state or be 
carefree and get out some emotion! Class fee 
includes supplies and include a glass of wine or non-
alcoholic bubbly. Aprons will be provided, but please 
dress with the fact in mind that clothes could get 
paint on them. 
07/19/19    6:30–8:30PM     Friday     $19 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

AUTHENTIC ART YOUTH CAMP (AGES 8-14) 
Kids love this class! Their ideas, their colors, as they 
create authentic art. Dar will be bring exciting new 
art projects. She will inspire individual students to 
create art at their level and progress to their next 
level while developing their artistic potential. There 
are no mistakes in this camp, and students will 
be encouraged to have the confidence to create 
art that is uniquely theirs. They will select an art 
project of their choice within each lesson category. 
Students will learn how to use different visual 
elements. They will explore design concepts using 

a wide array of art materials. Some of the materials 
will include acrylics on canvas, crayons, inks and 
mixed media supplies. Techniques, including 
drawing, sculpting clay, painting, printing, personal 
symbols, composition, and collaging. Dar facilitates 
a spontaneous non-threatening class with exciting 
demos that makes each hour a new adventure. All 
levels welcome. Students need to wear paint clothes, 
and bring: paper towels, sketch book, bag lunch, 2 
snacks, and 2 beverages, sun screen, and a jacket. 
Every hour is a new adventure in art. Questions 
please call Dar at 612-940-2094. 
08/06/19   10:30–2:30PM     Tu-Th     $135 
OAC     Sessions: 3     Instructor: Dar Brooks 

WINE & DESIGN: LANDSCAPES
This class is enjoyed by all levels of students! You 
will expand your visual self-expression and go 
home with a wonderful painting. You will learn how 
to create good design using depth, as you create 
visual illusions with watercolor, and acrylics.Create 
texture that is both tactile and visual, an important 
element that will enhance your art. Your instructor 
will guide you through the easy steps! No experience 
necessary. All supplies (and a glass of wine) are 
included in the course fee) . Additional refreshments 
may be purchased from the OAC. Students must be 
21 yrs or older to register. Registration deadline is 
one week prior.
08/09/19    6:00–9:00PM     Friday     $49  
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Dar Brooks

GEL-PLATE PRINTING DEMYSTIFIED 
Gelli printing is the newest trend yet! It has taken 
the mixed media world by storm! The ready-made 
silicone plates make it incredibly easy to create 
prints. You will learn Quick stenciling and stamping 
techniques also.  What a fun way to enjoy a day of 
art with friends.  Dar gives individual attention, and 
inspires the create spark in each student. The class 
will learn how quickly they can print a multitude of 
prints and how to use them in many exciting ways!  
A little practice is all it takes to become a pro at 
printing with the colors of your choice.  Completed 
prints will be collaged onto 12 X 12 canvas. 
Everyone will enjoy taking home their completed 
piece of unique art that won’ t need to be framed. 
Dar’s teaching style is spontaneous and easy 
going. So come and expect to have a great time! No 
experience needed. 
08/10/19    10:30–3:30PM     Saturday     $69 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Dar Brooks

Upcoming Classes at the OAC
Register through Community Ed at owatonnacommunityed.org



                                                     

HEALING ARTS SUMMER FALL EXHIBITION AND 
ARTIST’S RECEPTION
Tuesday, July 9,  4:30 to 6PM at the Hospital 
In celebration of the tenth anniversary of the hospital, the 
Summer Fall Healing Arts Project will feature Owatonna 
Artists.  We are blessed with very talented artists and the 
exhibition has varied subjects and media.  You are invited 
to the reception on Tuesday July 9th  from 4:30 to 6 PM at 
the Hospital.

LUKE BERKLEY CONCERT
Sunday, July 14, 7PM  
Luke’s program will be comprised of three pieces: First 
will be W.A. Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 2 in Eb Major 
in its entirety. Mozart wrote four concerti for Horn, and 
they are all standard works in the horn repertoire. The 
second piece will be Andante for Horn and Piano, Op. 
Posthumous by Richard Strauss. This piece was written 
to commemorate Strauss’ parents’ wedding anniversary 
and is a great contrast to the Mozart. Finally, he will be 
playing Tanguito by David Yenque. This unaccompanied 
piece is a tango written for solo Horn and offers a look 
into the lower range of the horn.  Constance Goslar will 
accompany.

SECRET GARDEN TOUR
Sunday, July 21, 10AM to 4PM
Each year our guests look forward to the “Secret Garden” 
Tour. Tickets can be purchased in advance for $12 at the 
Arts Center or Kottke’s, and on Sunday at the Arts Center 
for $15.00.  Roses, rocks, and vegetables are features 
in this year’s gardens.  The back yards open to a park-
like setting, spaces to relax and meditate.  This is your 
invitation to stop and smell the roses. The Owatonna 
Hospital Allina is sponsoring this year’s tour.

MUSICAL RECITAL
Saturday, July 27, 2PM 
Brianne Ulrich, India Enter and Caroline Nelson have been 
making music together for four years. Their musical 
friendship began at OHS in symphony orchestra and 
concert choir, and they soon formed their own small 
ensembles. At this recital you will each perform solo 
works. Ulrich’s collection will feature Chopin and others. 
Nelson will sing pieces by Purcell, Bernstein, Faure, and 
others. Enter will play works by Elgar and Summer on the 
cello. Mrs. Constance Goslar is their collaborative pianist. 

July and August Events at the OAC 

Idstrom Display Case  
Jerry Shore has been busy 
building the display case that 
will showcase the Idstrom 
bronzes.  The skeleton structure 
was built at Jerry’s shop.  It was 
delivered by Gene’s Repair so the 
instillation process is underway.  
R & K Electric connected the 
cable for the welder which is on 
loan from Da-Rew INC.  When the 
iron work is completed the next 
step is installing the glass. 

Luke Berkley

“I paint flowers so they will not die.” Frida Kahlo



THANK YOU
The Owatonna Art Center would like to say a 
SPECIAL THANK YOU to the following: 
The center received a grant from the Owatonna 
Foundation for an ice machine.  It arrived just in 
time for the wedding reception for Pastor Amanda 
Weinkauf and Dr Paul Floy.

Judy Block donated bunches of beautiful artificial 
flowers.  Stop by and see the hostas given by 
Virginia Zacharia & CJ Brase. Central Framing  
and Finds loaned a much-needed frame. Kenn 
Gowlland and Ana Tonche gave Christmas 
decorations.  Thank you to the Mary Virginia 
Betlach Trust for a gift to the Owatonna Arts Center 
Endowment Fund. 

BIG THANKS to all who worked so hard cleaning at 
the OAC!! An amazing crew of the friends including; 
Ginny Thompson, Margaret Michaletz, Kathe  Kyllo, 
Theresa Harsma, Karly Ohnstad, Patti Braasch-Turi, 
Stephanie Shea,  and Sue Vedder. Silvan & Linda are 
much appreciative of making the house shine and 
smell so good!!

MEMORIALS
In Memory of John Clarey 
Given by:  Denise & Carl Wieman

In Memory of Jan Hoberg
Given by:  Silvan Durben, Judy Srsen, Bev & Arlan 
Burmeister, Alice Reseland, Norma & Ken Wilcox, 
Ginny Thompson

In Memory of Leslie Dornquist
Given by:  Audrey Brase

In Memory of Richard Schleich 
Given by:  Bev and Arlan Burmeister

In Memory of Audrey Brase 
Given by:  Sue Vedder, Jane & Ron Ward, Judy Srsen
Karen & Chad Lange, Dian King, Sharon & Richard 
Harmer, Ellen Wolaner, Vivian Lawyer, Maren & 
Alan Delaitsch, Dan Gorman, Order of Eastern Star 
Bloomington, Morehouse Place, Sandra & Dave 
Kampen, Paffrath Family, Donna Hanley, Mary Sue & 
James Ingman, Marie Squires, Pam Seaser, Jeanne 
Brick, Joan Kramer, Cheryl Ahlcrona, Donna Lou 
Langer, Diane & Jack Crawford, Betsy Rossi,  
Shannon & Mitchell Nelson, Marion Mcdilda, Karen 
Sarazine, Bonnie Joachim, Jody & Roger Ruehling,  
Sally Alexander

DONATIONS
Doris Seykora
Peter Razor 
Gloria & Alan Kolander
Polly & Dave Wiebke
Mary Kay Feltes 
Betsy Lindgren
TPS Insurnce 
Sue & Dave Wavrin
Tim Duncan
Kathlene Kelleher Hoffman

NEW MEMBERS AND RENEWALS
Dee & Dee Teller
Community Bank
Mary Kaye & Michael Tillman
LaRae Nordlie
Mary Conley
Mary Kay Feltes
Joann & Peter Moothhart Family
Holland Family Dentist
Connie Abbe
Jean & Reichart Family
Rachel Kepler

We are in need of . . . 
We are looking for contributions to 
purchase a frame for a painting by John 
Idstrom and contributions for metal easels 
to hold paintings. We are also in need of 
paring knives and chef’s knives. Thank you 
for your consideration. 

CONSIDER A GIFT  
TO THE OAC ENDOWMENT 
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING

You are a valued supporter of the Arts Center. If you 
would like to ensure that the Center can bring quality 
art experiences to the community well into the 
future, please consider a gift to the Owatonna Arts 
Center Endowment in your estate planning.



 

Owatonna Arts Center
435 Garden View Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Artistic Director
Silvan Durben

Admin. Assistant
Linda Peterson

Education Coordinator 
Karly Ohnstad

Webmaster 
Lori Buegler

Newsletter Editor
Kristin Warehime

OAC Board Members
CJ Brase, President 
cjstar22@icloud.com

Patricia Braasch-Turri,
Vice President  
patti.ann@live.com

Marlene Camilli, Treasurer
wmcam8@gmail.com

Kristin Warehime, Secretary
kristin.warehime@charter.net

Arlan Burmeister 
arlanbev@charter.net

Beth DeCoux 
Bettylou909@gmail.com

Les Abraham
lesabrah@msn.com
    --            
Sue Tuma
stumaprint@gmail.com

Tom Lange
tomlange626@gmail.com

The OAC Board  
meets the Third Tuesday  
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
All members are always  
encouraged to attend

Visit us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/oacarts 

Sally P.  
Oswald  

Fund

We appreciate your ongoing  
support of the arts and the OAC.

Owatonna
Arts Center
Endowment


