
Owatonna Arts Center 
Home of Creativity and Artistry 

 

Business Hours 

10-5 Tues-Fri 

 

Gallery Hours 

1-5 Tues-Sun 
 

507-451-0533 

www.oacarts.org 
 

Calendar at a Glance: 

Be sure to check the web-

site for an  updated list of 

classes and events. 

www.oacarts.org 

 

July 2-30 

Lisa Buck and Renee  

Olson Sonka Art Show 

Reception: July 9, 1-5PM 

 

July 23 

Secret Garden Tour 

10AM-4PM 

 

July 29-30 

Art on the Hills 

July 29th 9AM-5PM 

July 30, 10AM-4PM 

 

July 30 

Pancake Breakfast at the 

Eagles 8AM-Noon 

 

August 5 

Barn Quilt Tour 

 

August 6-27 

Kimberly Clark Art Show 

Reception: Aug 18, 4-6PM 

 

 

 

The Owatonna Arts Center 

encourages and celebrates the 

creative and performing arts 

that enrich the human spirit. 

July/August2017 

Times are busy at the Arts Center.  As you browse through the newsletter, you will notice that 

there are a number of new exhibits, shows and activities planned for your enjoyment. 

An exciting event coming to the Arts Center grounds is the “Art on the Hill,” a new approach 

to our “old” Art Festival.  It will be located on the green space of the OAC, July 29 and 30.  The 

event is in coordination with the Owatonna Business Partnership and their “Crazy Days.” You 

will find more details in other parts of this newsletter. 

Discussions continue regarding the refurbishing of the lower level of the OAC.  Thanks to Bob 

Seykora (Rocon), our building came in under budget, so the balance of the monies have been 

dedicated for Capital Improvements.  Additionally, the first phase of the Sculpture Garden 

will be starting later this summer.  Two of our sculptures will return to their permanent home 

at the OAC. 

Our Board has had an active and very positive role in bringing a variety of performing and 

visual arts to our membership and community.  Now is a great time to talk to your friends and 

neighbors about becoming a member of the OAC.  Please  

contact the OAC office for more information. 

Our annual meeting is scheduled for September 19.  The  

membership will elect the Board of Directors.  A nominating 

committee has been appointed to put together a slate of  

members to be elected to the Board.  Anyone still interested in 

being on the Board is encouraged to contact the office or one of 

the current Board members. 

A Message from the President 

The Annual Meeting 
is September 19.   

Put the date on the 
your calendar. 

OAC Presents Fine Arts Scholarships 
The Owatonna Arts Center is  

honored to have the opportunity to 

acknowledge and encourage the  

creative accomplishments of three 

graduating seniors by presenting 

them with a monetary award.   

Recipients are chosen by their art 

teachers.  

The Owatonna Arts Center wishes 

them the best as they pursue their 

dreams.   

Owatonna Public Schools:  

Breanna Mees  

 

Medford Public Schools:  

Bianca Trejo 

 

Blooming Prairie Schools:  

Jake Hyland  



 

 

Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions 
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday through Sunday.  The gallery is closed Mondays. 

 
 

Lisa Buck, Clay 

Renee Olson Sonka, Sumi-e Painting  

July 2—30 

Opening Reception:  July 9 from 1—5PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

Lisa Buck’s red earthen-

ware pots show the influence 

of her explorations in clay at 

home and abroad. She uses a 

combination of wheel-

thrown, hand-built and 

carved techniques to pro-

duce her pieces.  The inter-

play of glazed and unglazed 

areas is characteristic of her 

kiln-fired work. Lisa’s pots are built for daily use and 

are oven, dishwasher and microwave safe. 

The Afton, MN potter holds a degree in Art Education 

and Ceramics and has pursued further study through 

residencies and workshops at Haystack Mountain 

School of Crafts, Watershed Center for Ceramics, Min-

neapolis College of Art and Design, University of Min-

nesota, as well as other institutions.  Her work has been 

included in the newly published American Pottery Ce-

ramics Monthly, Studio Potter, as well as Lark Books’ Best of 

500 Series.   

Lisa has been the recipient of the Jerome Foundation 

Project Grant for Emerging Artists and received an edu-

cational grant to study contemporary and historic 

pottery in La Borne, France.  Her work has been exhibit-

ed in galleries nationwide.  You can find her as a regular 

guest potter of Linda Christianson’s in the spring St. 

Croix Valley Pottery Tour.  

Lisa’s pottery is influenced by the two years she spent 

living and teaching in Morocco, experiencing French 

cooking pots, the folk pots, textiles of Asia and South 

America, as well as the rich Mingei tradition of  

Minnesota. 

When not in the studio, you can find her exploring the 

outdoors or sharing her passion for art making with 

high school students at Mounds Park Academy. 

Renee Olson Sonka is a 1991 Owatonna High 

School graduate.  She has a Bachelor of Fine Arts 

degree from Iowa State University with a major in 

Art Education.  Her studio emphasis in college 

was calligraphy, and she was also a dancer 

throughout high school, college, and adulthood.  

Considering the combination of calligraphy and 

dance, it is perhaps no surprise that her medium 

of choice is Sumi-e  ("Sumi-e” is a Japanize word 

that means "Ink Painting").  Sumi-e painting is like 

dancing in a way I have not found in any other 

medium.  The brushstrokes are choreographed, 

rehearsed, and performed, leading to results bal-

ancing preparation and skill, spontaneity and free-

dom.  

She has had the privilege of learning this medium 

of Sumi-e under the guidance of many great teach-

ers, including Dee Teller, Yuming Zhu, and 

Yudong Shen.  Her work has been recognized by 

both Eastern and Western jurors.  Highlights in-

clude fourth place award in watercolor at the Min-

nesota State Fair and acceptance into the Sumi-e 

Society of America. 

Renee has been teaching for over twenty years, has 

taught all grade levels, and is currently on the fac-

ulty of Mounds Park Academy in St. Paul. 



 

                          Owatonna Arts Center  

 

 

 
 

ICE Scream for Clay (Grades 3+) 
You scream, I scream, we all scream for ICE CREAM—and it’s best if enjoyed in a bowl you made yourself.  So 

whether you like vanilla, chocolate, strawberry or the whole banana split, come and create a one-of-a-kind 

ice cream dish.  Learn the basics of hand-building.  Bowls will be created the first week, painted and glazed 

the second week and ready for using at our ice cream party on the third. The last class will only be an hour.  

Dress to get muddy for the first two sessions.  For the third, bring your favorite topping to share.  All pieces 

are food and dishwasher safe. 

Starting Date: 07/20/17(Th)   Time: 5:30 - 7:00 PM   Cost: $39  Sessions: 3                                                    

Location: Owatonna Arts Center - Studio II      Instructor: Judy Srsen 
 

 

Adventure Camp (Ages 8—14) 
Your ideas, your subjects, your authentic art!  Kids love this class!  Be inspired to create art at your next level 

and develop your artistic potential.  There are no mistakes in the camp, and you will be encouraged and giv-

en the confidence to create art that is uniquely yours.  Understand the visual elements such as shape, value, 

color, and texture. Explore design concepts through a wide array of art materials and exciting techniques.  

Instructions will include the use of watercolors, acrylics, black ink, water soluble crayons, collage and nature 

printing.  Every hour is a new adventure in art.  Questions?  Please call Dar at 612-940-2094. 

Starting Date: 08/08/17(Tu)   Time: 10:00 - 2:30 PM   Cost: $135  Sessions: 3 (Tu, Wed, Th)                                                

Location: Owatonna Arts Center - Studio II      Instructor: Dar Brooks 

 

Junk Sculpture (Ages 6+) 
Put on your creativity cap and think outside the box— or the junk drawer.  In this class, students will be cre-

ating sculptural pieces utilizing what has been filling your junk drawer and closets.  You may also take from 

the Arts Center’s collection of  “junk.” We will concentrate on shapes rather than on the actual objects and 

combine shapes to discuss what new, cool forms evolve.  Everyone will make his or her own and if time al-

lows, the last project will be a collaborative group sculpture that will be displayed at the Arts Center.  Start 

saving NOW! 

Starting Date: 08/22/17(Tu)   Time: 1:00 - 2:30 PM   Cost: $15  Sessions: 1                                                     

Location: Owatonna Arts Center—Studio III    Instructor: Judy Srsen 

New Youth Community Ed Classes at the OAC 

Paint and Sip:  “Beautiful Landscape” 

Whether you're a budding Picasso or haven't touched a paint brush in years, you'll have fun and walk away 

with your very own painted masterpiece at this fun event! Your instructor will guide you through the easy 

steps to creating your own unique floral painting on canvas. Each student will select their own color choices. 

No experience necessary. All supplies, paint, canvas, brushes and one glass of wine, are included in the 

course fee. Additional wine may be purchased from the OAC. Students must be 21 yrs or older to register. 

You will leave with a colorful completed piece of art! Please bring an apron. Registration deadline is one 

week prior.  

Date: 08/10/17  Time: 5:30—8:30 PM    Cost: $35   Sessions: 1   Location: OAC Performance Hall              

Instructor: Dar Brooks 

New Adult Classes at the OAC 



 

 

 

Secret Garden Tour 
July 23, 10AM - 4PM 

If you are a garden enthusiast or just enjoy the splendor 

of nature, come see this year's "Secret Garden Tour" on 

Sunday, July 23, from 10 am to 4 pm.  Tickets are $12 in 

advance or $15 the day of the event.  The country gardens 

have expansive spaces to work with, while city dwellers 

have the confinements of a yard.  Each gardener brings 

their own personality to their creation.  You will want to 

sit, take in some quiet shade, breathe and relax.  These 

gardens will keep you surprised with how a small space 

is bursting with a variety of plantings. The season is brief, 

and soon the gardens will be taking their long nap.  Be 

thankful for the enjoyment they have given in 2017. 

 

         OAC Needs Your Help at the SCFF! 

 

 

 

The OAC is at the SCFF once again!  We are 

looking for volunteers to help with our free art 

activity for the young—and young at heart! 

Volunteers are needed for two- or three- hour 

shifts in the Fine Arts Building. This is our 

third year and people are beginning to look for 

our fun and relaxing project.  Help us show the  

OAC cares about our community by signing 

up through the Friends of the Art Center, the 

upcoming volunteer email or by directly call-

ing the office.  Want a hint about this year’s 

project?  It involves the  Japanese art of paper 

folding.   

See you at SCFF 2017! 



 

                       

 

 

Eagles Pancake Breakfast  

July 30, 8AM - 12PM 

 
With the return of the Art Fair, the Eagles will host a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, July 30 with proceeds 

going to support the Arts Center.  They will be serving up pancakes, eggs, sausages, coffee and milk from 

8 AM to noon. Join us for breakfast and help make the fundraiser a big success.  Enclosed are 4 tickets that 

we would like you to sell or purchase. Please send the money to the OAC. If you choose not to purchase 

or sell the tickets, kindly destroy them. You can purchase additional tickets in advance for $6.00, or for 

$7.00 the day of the event.  Tickets will be available at Kottke's and the Arts Center.  Besides enjoying the 

pancakes, it will be a lot of fun to help a good cause.  Everyone needs a hearty breakfast.  If you can vol-

unteer for this event, please contact the Arts Center. 



                           

 

                           

Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions 
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday through Sunday.  The gallery is closed Mondays. 

 

 Kimberly Clark, Painting 

August 6—27 

Opening Reception:  August 18 from 4—6PM 
 

You may remember Kimberly Clark and  her husband Brian from 

when they lived in Owatonna 15 years ago. Kimberly first became 

immersed in the arts scene while serving as board president for the 

OAC roughly 20 years ago.  She started taking classes and was soon 

creating beaded cuffs in the $300-$500 range and doing art shows in 

several states. She then made the decision to leave the corporate 

world after over 20 years and focus on her dream. Her interest 

grew to metals, such as PMC (precious metal clay) and custom 

pieces in .999 fine silver and 22 karat gold. 

Today various galleries in the US carry her creations and she usual-

ly has a permanent collection at the Next Picture Show in Dixon, 

Illinois (where she teaches PMC classes) and the Rockford Art Mu-

seum in Rockford. 

 Kim and Brian live in Byron, Illinois.  They have two sons, one a 

marine biologist for the State of Alaska and one finishing his doc-

torate in medicinal chemistry. 

 

Self-Guided Barn Quilt Tour 

August 5 

Quilting is an American tradition. A few year ago, some farmstead families were proud of their barns, 

decorated them with a traditional quilt block design on a big board and hung it high like a jewel on the 

barn.  Naomi Jirele has offered several Barn Quilting classes, and now the students would like to invite 

you to see how they have incorporated their barn quilts into their structures, even if they aren’t all barns.  

The Barn Quilt tour is self guided, so stop in the Arts Center on Saturday Aug 5, to grab a sugar cookie, 

some lemonade and a map, and off you go. 



 
                             

 

 

New and Renewing Members 

Lynette Yencho 

Trudi Ann Remund 

Kurt E. Miller 

Kimberly Wilder 

John V. Bergen 

Glen Meger 

Ginny Bergerson 

Linda Boorman 

Donations 

Kurt E. Miller 

David and Cathy Effertz 

Ginny Thompson 

Darryl and Alice Hill 

Greg and Ardis Grossbach 

Steve and Barbara Judd 

Lloyd C. Nelson 

Bill and Jeanne Hankerson 

Craig and Lynn Oien 

Marilyn Voss 

Gregory and Norma Louis 

Memorials 

In memory of Charlene Mortensen Wetzel 

Given by:  Jurene Mortensen 

                 Chad and Karen Lange 

 

In memory of Allan Buss 

Given by:  Mrs. M.E. Visser 

 

In memory of Jane Idstrom 

Given by:  Arlan and Beverly Burmeister 

 

In memory Dr. Robert W. deWerd 

Given by:  Joyce Wicks 

 

In memory of Hazel Conklin 

Given by:  Larry and Joan Pierce 

Many Thanks 

To the individuals and companies who make the OAC possible! 

Kitchen Equipment  

Donations 
John and Judy Sherrell 

Don and Connie Abbe 

Craig and Mary Ellen Wingen 

Ginny Thompson 

Judy Mackay 

Mary Leach 

 

IN HONOR OF 

Given by John and Judy Sherrell,  

in honor of the 50th wedding  

anniversaries of: 

 Marlene and Wayne Camilli 

 Sandi and Mike Tobin 

 

  

Cashwise and OAC  

Sponsor After Hours 

The Arts Center and Cashwise Food, 

Liquor, and Floral hosted the Cham-

ber of Commerce and Tourism Busi-

ness After Hours in May.  There was 

an excellent turnout of their members 

and a good opportunity to make them 

aware of the services Cashwise and 

the Arts Center have to offer the com-

munity.  Thank you, Cashwise. 

Piecemakers Quilt Show & Raffle Winners 

Every three years the Owatonna Arts Center has been 

honored to have the opportunity to host the Piecemakers 

Quilt Guild of Owatonna.  This past April, the Piecemak-

ers Quilt Guild, along with featured quilt artist Patricia 

Cox, displayed a spectacular exhibition of quilts. Every-

one who saw the exhibition was impressed with the vari-

ety and beautiful craftsmanship. Thank you for another 

great show.   

As part of the exhibition, individuals had the opportunity 

to purchase raffle tickets and select any of the 15 minia-

ture quilts they hoped to win.  The following individuals 

won the miniature quilts:  Camille Hass, Verndale , MN; 

Karen Eichman, Burnsville; Don Lusting (2) , Owatonna; Jane 

Sorensen (2), Claremont; Ruth Johnson, Blaine; Emily Khan, 

Fridley;  Christy Dore, Faribault; Heather Brackett, Pullman 

WA; Anna Homuth, Owatonna; Lois Dardis, Owatonna; 

Laura Hagen, Blooming Prairie; Tamra Gonzalez, Owatonna; 

and Nancy Kennon, Owatonna. 



 

www.facebook.com/oacarts 
Check out our website for            

upcoming classes. 
Contact Us 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

oacarts  

Website:  

oacarts.org 

Phone: 

507-451-0533 

 

 

Owatonna Arts Center 

435 Garden View Lane 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

 

507-451-0533 

www.oacarts.org 

 

Artistic Director 

Silvan Durben 

 

Admin. Assistant 

Sandra Carter 

 

Education Coordinator 

Joyce Parker 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Kristin Warehime 

 

 

OAC Board Members 
 

 

 

Arlan Burmeister,  

President,  

arlanbev@charter.net 

 

Stephanie Shea, Vice Pres-

sunshea@msn.com 

 

Sue Vedder, Secretary  

wsvedder@yahoo.com 

 

Marlene Camilli, Treasurer 

wmcam@q.com 

 

Beth DeCoux,  

Bettylou909@gmail.com 

 

Naomi Jirele 

naomi4664@gmail.com 

 

Patricia Braasch-Turi 

patti.ann@live.com 

Nancy Deetz 

nancydeetz.nd@gmail.com 

 

Kevin Ihrke                      

kihrke09@gmail.com 

 

The Owatonna Arts Center 

Board meets the Third 

Tuesday of each month  

at 6:30 p.m.  

All members are always 

encouraged to attend.  

NON-PROFIT                    

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 257 

OWATONA,MN 55060 

Every 
child  

is      
an      

artist. 
Picasso 

Janie Meeks, age 9 

mailto:patti.ann@live.com
mailto:kihrke09@gmail.com

