
 

Owatonna Arts Center
Home of Creativity and Artistry

A Message from the President

The Silvan Durben 
Scholarship

Business Hours
10-5 Tues-Fri

Gallery Hours
1-5 Tues-Sun

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Calendar at a Glance:
Be sure to check the  
website for an updated  
list of classes and events.
www.oacarts.org

July 7, 1:00PM–4:00PM
Seussical Children’s Event 

July 8–29 
Andrew Judkins Exhibition 

July 22, 10:00AM–4:00PM
Secret Garden Tour

July 28, 9:00AM–5:00PM 
July 29, 10:00AM–4:00PM
Art on the Hills

July 29, 8:00AM–12:00PM 
Pancake Breakfast at the 
Eagles Club

Aug 5–26, George 
Sierakowski & Pam 
Mikeworth Exhibition 
Reception Aug 5,  
1:00-5:00PM

August 3, 7:00PM
Raku Firing

August 25, 10:00AM–
12:00PM 
Empty Bowls Clay Class  
Fundraiser

W e have survived our “pleasant” April 
and are well into our summer. As we 
move forward at OAC, there are many 

exciting events scheduled. Please read the 
July-August Newsletter for details on all of 
our activities. 

Some of the larger events include the annual 
Secret Garden tour, the Art on the Hills 
(AOTH) and an upcoming Board election in 
September. The Garden Tour is scheduled 
for July 22. Tickets are available at OAC and 
Kottke’s. The plans are well underway for 
the second ‘Art On the Hills’. This is a great 
opportunity to come visit the artists, take 
in the festivities and purchase special gifts 
created by talented artists.  AOTH will be held 
on the West Hills Campus next to OAC July 
28 and 29. There will be 34 artists displaying 
their wares. A pancake breakfast is scheduled 
for Sunday AM, July 29 at the Eagles. Two 
tickets are included in this newsletter.  You 
are encouraged to purchase them yourself 

and/or share them with friends. A great way to 
support OAC and treat your taste buds!!

Our Board will be working to examine some 
possibilities for the future. We are excited to 
think that new initiatives may be forthcoming. 
On that thought, we are currently soliciting 
names of individuals interested in becoming 
a Board member. Please do not wait to be 
asked. If you have a desire to assist, share 
your talents, you are encouraged to let your 
thoughts be known. 

Remember, informing others about the 
exciting things that are happening at the 
Owatonna Arts Center allows us to continue 
to offer a variety of visual artists, performing 
artists and classes. Membership is available 
to all!!! 

Enjoy the summer, 

Arlan Burmeister 

This activity is made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a grant 
from the Southeastern 
Minnesota Arts Council 
thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

The Owatonna Arts Center 
encourages and celebrates the 
creative and performing arts 
that enrich the human spirit.

July/August 2018

Silvan Durben and the Arts Center Board 
are honored to have the opportunity to offer 
the Silvan Durben Scholarship for the first 
time this year. We honor the over 40 years of 
service by Silvan Durben to the Owatonna Art 
Center in the granting of this scholarship. 

By sponsoring and funding this scholarship 
for continuing education, the OAC affirms 
faith in the arts through advanced education. 
It is our hope that outstanding students 
may be helped to achieve their potential for 
success in their chosen arts related fields. A 
connection to the OAC area is a requirement 
in granting this scholarship as determined by 
the selection committee.  For the application 
form with eligibility requirements go to the 
www.oacarts.org or stop in at Arts Center.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  
July 29. 8:00AM–12:00PM
  
Tickets are $6.00 in advance and 
$7.00 at the door. Ages five and 
under eat free.  

Enclosed with the newsletter 
you will find two tickets. We 
encourage you to join us at this 
fundraiser by purchasing the 
tickets or selling them. Additional 
tickets may be purchased at the 
Arts Center or Kottke’s. If you 
don’t wish to use them, kindly 
destroy them.



Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday through Sunday  
The gallery is closed Mondays

Andrew when talking about his work:
“Why do I paint landscape? On one hand, it is simply 
the subject I’ve found I enjoy the most and have the 
most natural ability with. In this respect landscape 
chose me, or at least I was perceptive enough to 
let it choose me. Landscape is a way of reminding 
us that we are part of a universe of nature and 
life on this planet, part of a large, intricate web. I 
must examine it and create a version of what I see. 
Looking at paintings can encourage people to see 
what they didn’t before or feel what they have  
grown numb to.

I mostly paint places around where I live in Southern 
Minnesota and felt a connection to. In painting 
Southern Minnesota, I find a joy in making people 
look at an area not really known for its wildness or 
beauty in a different way. If you seek the joys and 
unique places where you are, a world of wonder 
awaits. It’s fun to paint famous and spectacular 
things sometimes, but it is also fun to show what 
people think of as mundane is also spectacular in its 
own way. “

Andrew Judkins

Landscape Paintings
July 8–29

Cobb Cliffs Again by Andrew Judkins

As part of Art on the Hills, Andrew Judkins will be 
painting in the gallery from 1:00-4:00 PM on Sunday 
July 29th.  You can see this young artist at work, ask 
some questions and get to know him.

       
        Art on the Hills 2017 was a 

huge success!  The art festival 
returns again this year on  
July 28 and 29 with new 
artists, more food concessions 
and a a variety of musical 
performances.



Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday through Sunday  
The gallery is closed Mondays

Pam Mikeworth and George Sierakowski

Local Artists Showcasing Watercolor and Oil Paintings 
August 5–26
Come and meet the artists on August 5th  
from 1-5 PM. View the exhibition and  
enjoy refreshments.

Pam Mikeworth began watercolor painting in 
2002 when she took a watercolor workshop from 
internationally known artist Karlyn Holman. She has 
studied with watercolorists June Young, Fred Dingler, 
Bonnie Broitzman and Karen Knutson.

Using a glazing technique with watercolor allows 
her to create a luminous, colorful painting. She likes 
to paint in a realistic way, but you will also see a 
whimsical abstractness in her work. Flowers, still 
life and cut glass are favorites. She has combined 
techniques and learned to create her own style. 

Pam’s successes include shows at the Owatonna 
Hospital Healing Arts Exhibition, the Owatonna 
Arts Center, the Edina Art Center, the Steele County 
Free Fair where she received numerous ribbons. 
Her paintings are on display in private collection in 
Maine, New York, North Carolina and Minnesota.

George Sierakowski has worked as a graphic 
designer and art director for 28 years. He is self-
taught. He has won numerous awards and was 
the finalist in the 2004 Minnesota Pheasant Stamp 
Contest; in 2009 he came in third. Retiring from the 
corporate world in 1998 has allowed more time to 
paint and spend time with family. Periodically one 
of his nine grandchildren seem to find their way into 
his paintings. One of his paintings entitled “Kids and 
Cattle” was selected by First Lady of Minnesota, 
Mary Pawlenty, to hang in the Governor’s Mansion.

Watercolor by Pam Mikeworth

Charlie and Friends by George Sierakowski

Fine Arts Award PresentedThe 
Owatonna Arts Center was honored to 
present the Fine Arts Award to:
• Alec Ille, Blooming Prairie High School
• Adriana Granado Martinez, Owatonna 

Senior High School 
• Sydney Stephens, Medford Senior  

High School



 
SEUSSICAL CHILDREN’S EVENT 
July 7, 1:00–4:00PM

A free children’s event in conjunction with the LTO’s 
production of Seussical: The Musical Celebration

HEALING ARTS EXHIBITION RECEPTION 
July 10, 4:30–6:00PM

You are invited to a reception on Tuesday, July 10 
from 4:30–6:00PM to meet the artists and view the 
new Healing Arts Exhibition at the Owatonna Allina 
Hospital. Julie Bronson will be showing photography, 
Sheri Grube - painting, Susan  
Hayes - Batik, Jake Jensen - clay, and Susan 
Waughtal - painting

SECRET GARDEN TOUR 
July 22, 10:00AM–4:00PM
Join us for a Sunday afternoon in the garden and 
enjoy a touch of sunshine and the fragrant blossoms 
of Owatonna’s “Secret Gardens.” Gardeners have 
opened their yards to share with us their little bit of 
paradise on Sunday, July 22, from 10 AM to 4 PM. 
Tickets are $12.00 in advance and $15.00 the day of 
the event. Tickets can be purchased at Kottke’s and 
the Arts Center. The “Secret Garden Tour” is self-
guided. You may want to see them all or just linger a 
little longer at one. Enjoy.

ART ON THE HILLS 2018 
July 28, 10:00AM–5:00PM
July 29, 10:00AM–4:00PM

The Owatonna Arts Center and the Orphanage 
Museum invite you to “Art on the Hills,” a weekend of 
art and history. The featured artist for 2018 is Sandy 
Dinse, watercolorist. Thirty-five plus artists will be 
showing and selling their creations. Live music, food 
concessions, art demonstrations and art activities 
for children will also be part of the festivities. There 
will be paintings, pottery, jewelry and glass items 
to purchase for yourself or as a gift for a friend. 
The Orphanage Museum and Cottage 11 will have 
reenactment characters and the documentary “The 
Children Remembered” can be viewed.  This activity 
is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through 
a grant from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the Arts & 
Cultural Heritage fund.

RAKU FIRING 
August 3, 7:00PM

Attention Potters! The Arts Center will be having a 
RAKU firing on August 3rd. The firing will start at 7 
PM and go until the firings are finished. The cost of 
the workshop is $10.00. The deadline to register is 
Friday, July 20th. Phone the Arts Center to register: 
507-451-0533. Your clay pieces must be bisque fired 
before being RAKU fired. 

Raku is an ancient and exciting process. When the 
clay piece is a red glow and the glaze begins to flow, 
the piece is removed from the kiln and placed in 
an environment with combustibles and the magic 
begins. (Please Note: RAKU fired pottery is not food 
safe.)

EMPTY BOWLS CLAY CLASS TO BENEFIT 
RACHEL’S LIGHT 
August 25, 10:00AM–12:00PM
Join us for a free introduction to clay on the wheel 
and try your hand at making a bowl for the Rachel’s 
Light fundraiser in October. More information to 
follow in July.

July Events at  
the Arts Center

August Events at  
the Arts Center

 

 
 

 
 

A free children’s event in celebration of the upcoming Little 
Theatre of Owatonna’s Production “Seussical” 

 
Owatonna Arts Center 

Saturday July 7th 1 pm - 4 pm 
 

Come Enjoy: 
• Dr. Seuss Story Times 

• Art Activities 
• Seuss Treasure Hunt 

• Seuss Games 
 
 
 

 

 

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts & cultural heritage fund. 

LTO's production of "Seussical" is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 

 

The Musical Celebration 
 



GELLI PRINTING UNLEASHED!
There’s no right or wrong way to do this hot new 
art technique! The process is simple and fun! The 
more you print, the more variety, depth, and interest 
you create. You will enjoy mono printing on the gelli 
plates. The gratification is immediate and you will 
learn the many ways the prints can be used. You 
will be collaging your unique prints on to a 12” x 12” 
canvas. Please bring the following with to class: 
beverages, lunch, a 12” ruler, and scissors. All other 
supplies are included in the course fee. Please 
register one week prior to class date. 
Dar Brooks is an award winning multi-media artist. 
She teaches classes and workshops in art, creativity, 
creative visualization, personal growth and transition, 
to adults and children. For more information visit 
www.artbydar.com 
08/11/18  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM   Saturday
$59      OAC      Instructor: Dar Brooks
 

ART, WINE, DESIGN AT THE OAC (LANDSCAPE)
Dar will guide you through the easy steps to creating 
your own unique landscape painting on canvas. 
Each student will select their own color choices. 
No experience necessary. All supplies (paint, 
canvas, brushes and a glass of wine are included 
in the course fee) . Additional refreshments may 
be purchased from the OAC. Students must be 21 
yrs or older to register. You will leave with a colorful 
completed piece of art! Please bring an apron. 
Registration deadline is one week prior. 
08/10/18   6:00 - 9:00 PM     Friday   $39      OAC
Instructor: Dar Brooks

Upcoming Classes at the OAC
Register through Community Ed

Acrylic painting by Dar Brooks

Gelli painting by Dar Brooks

Did you know . . . 
When Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa was stolen from the Louvre 
in 1912, six replicas were sold as the original, each at a huge 
price, before the real one was recovered three years later.



A Few Thanks-Yous
MEMORIALS
In Memory of Sharon Stark
Given by: Silvan Durben, Sandra Carter,   
Clyde Grant, Wayne and Marlene Camilli,  
Kenneth and Sandra Dinse, Daniel Gorman,  
Pat and Gail Plathe, Mary Butler Fraser, Judy 
Srsen, Sally Alexander, Michael and Valerie 
O’Neill, Peter and Jacquelyn Ostlund, Larry and 
Joan Pierce, Arlan and Bev Burmeister, Ruth 
Boser, Barbara Klinger Foundation, Jean and 
Dee Zamboni, Clyde Grant, LaVonne Amberg, 
Wayne and Sue Vedder

In Memory of Janice Svenby 
Given by: Jean Zamboni

In Memory of: Dick Schuster
Given by: Clyde Grant

In Memory of Jack Hockenberry
Given by: Larry and Catherine Glovka, Judy 
Srsen, Jean and Dee Zamboni, Robert and Betty 
Blankers, Phyllis Hegle, Janice Clementson, 
Vilnes and Joanne Giga, Glennis Winegar, Dale 
and Marjorie Anhorn, Peter and Jacquelyn 
Ostlund, Larry and Joan Pierce, Silvan Durben, 
Sally Nelson

Donations
Barbara Terrill
Benjamin Larson
Catherine Furness
Steven and Julia Deetz
London Wever
Kathleen Woschall

Annual Fund Contributors
Federated Insurance Art Foundation
U.S. bank Foundation Wenger Foundation

NEW MEMBERS AND RENEWALS
Brian Kuehn, Shelly Rockman
Kathleen Wobschall
Ila Breck
Owatonna People’s Press
London Wever
Gail Thompson
Julia and Louisa Deetz
Emilee Repke
Anne Peterson
Catherine Furness
Al and Gloria (Corky) Kolander
Mary Conley
Rachel Kepler
Larry and Joan Pierce

Thank you! Volunteers have been busy at the  
Arts Center, painting the studios, moving equipment, 
building forms and cement work for the sculptures 
on the grounds and helping with receptions. All of 
these tasks improve the aesthetic experience.  
Thank you.

Those lazy days of summer are filled with 
many opportunities to volunteer at the Arts 
Center. Phone Donna, 507-451-0533, to 
help us out with our many projects. Would 
you like to help kids with an art project 
at the Steele County Historical Society 
“Extravaganza”, be a host at one of the 
gardens on the Secret Garden Tour or 
serve pancakes at the Eagles Club? Your 
involvement is what makes these events 
fun and profitable. 

Welcome Donna Rollag!  
Donna is our new administrative assistant and a new smiling 
face in the office. Several years ago, she worked part time 
at the Owatonna Public Library. She recently returned to this 
area from Rapid City, SD. Her two daughters graduated from 
OHS and, after college and travel, now reside in Minnesota.  
Welcome back, Donna! 

New OAC Office Assistant



Art On The Hills  
Featured Artist 2018 

The featured artist for 2018 is Sandy Dinse, 
watercolorist. Sandy writes, “Growing up on a 
family farm in rural Steele County was a cherished 
time of my life. Those years, including eight years 
spent attending a one-room school house, provide 
inspiration for my paintings. 

“Rural life has changed; I feel compelled to 
record these heart-warming recollections in my 
watercolors. There is an old saying ‘you can’t go 
home’ but when viewing my paintings, it is my hope 
that old memories will return and yes, you can go 
home. 

“My work has benefited from the classes I attended 
at the Owatonna Arts Center, off-campus classes 
from Mankato State, and workshops taught by  
gifted artists.

“In addition to painting, my nostalgic nature and love 
of history motivated me to design and construct 
sculptures from charred ruins of three area churches 
destroyed by fire, one being my own.  Metal, wire, 
stained glass, and some pieces of wood carving 
were used to preserve the memories.”

Floral watercolor by 2018 Featured Artist Sandy Dinse.

Art on the Hills   
July 28 9AM to 5PM  and July 29 10AM to 4PM

Music



 

Owatonna Arts Center
435 Garden View Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Artistic Director
Silvan Durben

Admin. Assistant
Donna Rollag

Education Coordinator 
Karly Ohnstad

Webmaster 
Lori Buegler

Newsletter Editor
Kristin Warehime

OAC Board Members

Arlan Burmeister,  
President,  
arlanbev@charter.net

Stephanie Shea,  
Vice President 
sunshea@msn.com

Beth DeCoux, 
Secretary
Bettylou909@gmail.com

Marlene Camilli, Treasurer
wmcam@q.com

Andi Gaffke,  
algaffke@gmail.com

Patricia Braasch-Turi  
patti.ann@live.com

Nancy Deetz
nancydeetz.nd@gmail.com

Les Abraham
lesabrah@msn.com
 
Jane Middlestadt,
janem5775@gmail.com
        
Sue Tuma
stumaprint@gmail.com

The OAC Board  
meets the Third Tuesday  
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
All members are always  
encouraged to attend

Visit us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/oacarts 

Art on the Hills
July 28 9AM to 5PM 
July 29 10AM to 4PM

Would you like to host an artist  
in your home?
The Art on the Hills committee would like 
to offer overnight lodging to the artists who 
might be in need on Saturday evening. It is  
a great way get to know the artist and you  
will have a new friend. If interested contact 
the office, 507-451-0533. 


