
We are looking for your input as we plan for 
the future. The Board will have our first 2019 
strategy and goal setting meeting January 
8th. Please let any member of the Board know 
of suggestions or ideas you may have to 
improve our building spaces, class offerings, 
events, or any area of concern for the OAC.  
We need you because you are the OAC.

Our January Board meeting will take place on 
the 15th and we will continue to evaluate our 
short term and long term plans along with 
taking stock of our financial situation.
There are many special offerings coming 
January and February so do check the 
calendar in this newsletter.

Perhaps when February 14th comes around, 
you might consider a long term Valentine 
gift to the OAC. Think about putting the OAC 
in your estate plans, becoming a sponsor of 
our events, making monthly/yearly sustaining 
gifts or other donations. Our future depends 
on each one of us. Begin now to think about 
becoming a board member in September.

Happy Valentines Day from my heart to yours 
and let us all find our ways to show our “love” 
for our OAC.

C J Brase
President

Owatonna Arts Center
Home of Creativity and Artistry

A Message from the President

 

Business Hours
10-5 Tues-Fri

Gallery Hours
1-5 Tues-Sun

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Calendar at a Glance:
Be sure to check the  
website for an updated  
list of classes and events.
www.oacarts.org

Dear Members of the Owatonna Art Center,

Happy New Year to our OAC members. I 
hope that you will find many moments of 
joy through art in 2019.  If one of your New 
Year’s resolutions is to become more involved 
with the OAC, we have many options for you. 
Take classes, visit gallery exhibits, become 
a “Friend” of the art center and volunteer to 
help with events or tasks that pop up when we 
need extra help or find a way to be involved 
that uses your talents. We are so thankful for 
each one of you and your support of the Arts. 

I cannot imagine a world without the joy 
that art brings to my heart.  The moment a 
painting makes tears come to my eyes or 
a piece of music fills my soul are some of 
the highlights I look forward to each year. 
Sometimes I actually buy a piece of artwork 
to take home and enjoy it day after day.

I believe that the Art Center is a wonderful 
place that acts as a vessel for art storage 
and display, a learning center for clay, 
sculpture, and brush work (to name a few) 
and a community gathering area for all of us 
who cherish art in its many forms. I find your 
membership to be a gift to us and we as a 
Board will try to find ways to enhance your 
experiences at the center and to find ways 
to be the best stewards of your gifts of time, 
money and talent.

This activity is made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the 
Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

The Owatonna Arts Center 
encourages and celebrates the 
creative and performing arts 
that enrich the human spirit.

January/February 2019

January 6–27  
Judy Saye Willis Exhibit

Workshop: January 19, 
9:30AM–1:30PM 

Gallery talk following  
workshop

February 3–24
Ann Magnusson Exhibit

Workshop: February 2, 
11:00AM–3:00PM. 

Reception and gallery talk  
February 10, 1:00–4:00PM

February 3–March 31  
Kathy Mommsen Exhibit

Workshop: February 3,
1:00–3:00PM 

Reception and gallery talk  
February 10, 1:00–4:00PM.

The Owatonna Arts Center will have treats 
and hot cocoa for the sledders and the public 
to enjoy along with outdoor art activities. 
Come paint on our snow wall mural or make 
some mini multi-colored ice cube sculptures. 
Buttons are $5 for the Bold and Cold events. 
A portion of the button sale proceeds goes 
to the Central Park Lighting Project. Buttons 
are for sale at the Chamber of Commerce and 
Owatonna People’s Press.

Bold and Cold Owatonna Winter Festival 
Friday, January 25 from 5–7pm



Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday–Sunday. The Gallery is closed Mondays. 

Judy Saye Willis

Art with a Gentle Footprint
January 6–27
Workshop: January 19, 9:30AM–1:30PM.  
Gallery talk following workshop.
Judy says: I am a visual artist and my work is my 
voice. The materials I use are sourced from nature 
and the earth. The colors on my palette are made 
from natural dyes and my canvasses are silk or 
cotton. Currently my work includes 2D framed 
pieces and some large suspended silk panels. 
I use a variety of techniques including painting, 
screen printing and Japanese shibori for the 
design elements in my work. When chemical dyes 
became readily available, I started using them for 
surface design on my work. I was not aware of their 
damaging environmental footprint. 

In 2012 I took my first natural dye class from Michel 
Garcia, a botanist, chemist and natural dye scholar 
from France. I learned that we do have choices as 
artists and consumers, and I saw the effect of those 
choices on humans, water and the environment. My 
intellectual curiosity took me on many journeys as I 
researched natural dyes and the cultural traditions 
that were developed around the production and use 
of natural dyes. I realized that the more I learned 
the more there was to know.  I came to realize that 
natural dyes and their applications are all about 
nature’s chemistry. 

The voices of our ancestors have compelling stories 
to tell that are often found in textiles, tapestries, folk 
art and museums. My past installations also tell 
stories: “Where Are the Children,” “Garden to Gallery” 
and “Exploration.” 

Today the ‘not in my backyard’ mentality can often 
be seen in the protesters that surround themselves 
with plastics and synthetics made from petroleum 
by products. I want my exhibition “Art With a Gentle 
Footprint” to remind artists and consumers that we 
can take one small step at a time, be good stewards 
and make a difference.

Natural Dyeing Workshop
January 19: 9:30AM to 1:30PM
Fee: $55

Judy Saye Willis will offer a dye 
workshop on Shibori & Indigo dyeing.  
The fee includes instruction and 
materials. 

TO REGISTER PHONE THE ARTS 
CENTER AT 507-451-0533.

The dead line to sign up is January 11, 
2019. For more information contact Judy 
at 507-838-5133.



Ann Magnusson

Interior and Portraits
February 3–24 
Reception and gallery talk February 10, 1:00–4:00PM.

Ann says: My painting series, Interior and Portraits, is 
an examination of what we collect, value and choose 
to surround ourselves with in our private spaces. 
I look at factors such as gender, age, occupation, 
ethnicity and economics as influences in the choices 
we make and how in our diversity we are similar and 
interconnected. 

The first four years of this series focused on Twin 
Cities Metro participants. Last year, through the 
support of the Artist Initiative Grant, I began to focus 
on subjects from Southern. MN, specifically the 
communities of and surrounding Albert Lea and 
Owatonna.  Local portraits include Maria Martinez 
Herrera, Harvey Ronglien, Karla Kniefel and Pastor 
Sandy Miller

Ann Magnusson is a fiscal year 2018 recipient of an Artist Initiative 
grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board. This activity is made 
possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation by 
the Minnesota State Legislature; and by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Workshop: Transfer Images 
Using the Grid Method 
February 2: 11:00AM-3:00PM  
Fee: Free

Ann will teach you to use the Grid Method 
to transfer and/or enlarge an image of 
your choice onto a drawing surface.  The 
Grid can be used to create photo-realistic 
drawings or paintings when accuracy is 
important.  It is a simple method, used 
for centuries by artists and is an easily-
understood aid for artists of all abilities. 

There will be a break for lunch.  Please 
bring a bag lunch and beverage.  

Basic drawing materials will be provided. 
Individuals may want to bring additional 
supplies, including special paper or 
brushes. 

     TO REGISTER  
 PHONE THE   
 ARTS CENTER  
 507-451-0533
 
 DEADLINE :  
 January 25

For further information, contact the 
artist, Ann, at:  aemagnus1@gmail.com.

Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday–Sunday. The Gallery is closed Mondays. 



Upcoming Gallery Exhibitions
Gallery hours are 1-5pm Tuesday–Sunday. The Gallery is closed Mondays. 

Kathy Mommsen 

Emotional Expression Wall Show
February 3–March 31 in the Solarium 
Reception and gallery talk February 10, 1:00–4:00PM.

Striving to show the essence of people in action 
motivates me. To capture human gestures, I draw 
and sculpt directly on clay while observing a live 
model. The model and I work as a team, determining 
and adjusting poses to best describe the gesture 
that I have selected. 

Working with models, connections are made during 
our conversations. These conversations become 
part of the piece. I sculpt and draw a series of 
actions to show the drama of the gesture. For each 
piece the models show several gestures, usually as a 
fluid series. These poses require the model to move 
then stop then start again—frequently stopping in 
awkward/challenging poses. I use trained dancers.

Like every human action, the ceramic process I 
use involves many layers. For each layer I observe 
the model in the same pose over several sessions. 
During these sessions I sculpt in wet clay, draw and 
paint in an effort to capture these gestures on the 
piece. Each layer gives me a new surface where I 
can react to the model. With each new surface I get 
a restart. The model is both familiar and new. The 
lines and colors feel fresh and intuitive. Observing 
the model new at each layer creates images that are 
raw, expressive and show only the most essential 
gestures. 

  
Figurative Clay Relief Tile 
Workshop
February 3: 1:00 to 3:00PM
Fee: Free

In this free workshop, artist Kathy 
Mommsen will show you how to draw 
and glaze dancers on ceramic tiles. 
You will start with a fired relief tile and 
you will learn Kathy’s black maiolica 
glazing process while observing local 
dancer, Julia Deetz, posing in the 
studio. You will first do a wax drawing 
and then you will paint with overglazes 
on a tile while observing a model to 
understand that drawing directly on 
clay gives emotion to the art. You will 
be able to keep the tiles you create. 

The tiles will be fired and ready to pick 
up during the opening of Kathy’s show 
at the OAC on February 10th from 1-4.

Kathy Mommsen is a fiscal year 2018 recipient of an 
Artist Initiative grant from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board. This activity is made possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation by the 
Minnesota State Legislature and by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts.



MEMORIALS
In Memory of: Gwen Fichten
Given by: Cindy Rau, Jerry and Janet Besser, 
Steve and Jan Crippen, Lois Yule, Judy and Brian 
Swanson, Marlene and Wayne Camilli, Roger and 
Otilia Johnson, Robert and Billy Blankers, Evelyn 
Kaplan, Illa Breck, John Jr and Virginia Miller,  
Leola Anderson, Harry and Sharon Robinson,  
Steve and Sue Wendt, Silvan Durben

In Memory of: Scott Betlach
Given by: Alan and Marin DeLaitsch

In Memory of: Jim Schmidt
Given by: Mary Butler Fraser and Silvan Durben

In Memory of: Dean Hartle
Given by: Audrey Brase

Donations
Catherine Fischer
Ray and Helen Stawarz Charitable Fund
Judy Mackay
Aubrey Horan
Sandra Anderson
Mary Gontarek
Barbara Hartle
Barb Klinger
Greg Grossbach
Patricia Arnesen

Owatonna Arts Center Foundation
Kathy Mullenmaster  
Richard Dicks

Microwave 
Pat Arnesen 
John and  
Judith Sherrell

NEW MEMBERS
Gail Plathe
Linda Hoffman
Margaret Michaletz
Judy Fairchild
Kate and Craig Lewison
Kathleen Tillotson
Pam Mikeworth
Kerry Ohnstad
John and Judith Sherrill
Dr. Jeff and Patricia Falk
Naomi Jirele
Judy Srsen
Harold and Jean McGregor
Patti Braasch-Turi
Lavona and Ted Sherarts
Norman and Melda Bang
Stephanie Kolbe
Sandra Dinse
Joyce Parker
Alice Reseland
Kathleen Brick
Romana Wesely
Greg and Bonnie Krueger
Casey Christian
Virginia Thompson
Jerry and Glen Hudrlik

We want to thank Nancy Deetz for her 
many years serving as Chair of Friends 
of the Arts. It takes two people to fill her 
shoes as Stephanie Shea and Sue Vedder 
have agreed to take over duties. Friends of 
the Artists comprised of behind the scenes 
volunteers who we call upon to serve in so 
many ways.  As we expand our volunteer 
list, we would love to hear from you.

Sue Vedder and Stephanie Shea, Co-chairs                 
Friends of the Arts

Silvan Durben Scholarship Fund  
Alan and Marin DeLaitsch

Thank you Beth DeCoux for making the pour paint 
ornaments, Teddy Brown for arranging the dinner table 
setting, Mary Buttler Fraser and Anita Meyer, Lonna 
Lysne and Ginny Bergerson for loaning dolls, toys and 
ornaments. Donn Robinson for making the glass bottle 
wind chimes. Thank you to all the elves that helped 
decorate, baked cookies and hosted at the holiday 
events.  We were so honored to have Santa and Mrs. 
Claus be our guest for Cocoa with Santa. Thank you 
for the microwaves from Pat Arnesen & John and 
Judith Sherrell. Thank you to Mary Butler Fraser for 
making her delicious homemade soups and breads 
that were served at Pastimes. And, finally, thank you to 
Wayne Camilli and Bob Blankers for cutting the wood 
for the paint pour ornaments. 

Carole Nilsson
Carol and Jerry Deetz
Ray and Nancy Lacina
Nancy Deetz
Mary Ellen Wingen
Sue and Wayne Vedder
Pat and Sandra 
Greenwood
Tom and Linda 
Karnauskas
Music Guild of Owatonna
Marilyn Pedersen
Karen Rogers
CJ and Doug Brase
Marilyn A Voss
Dean and JoAnn 
Shankland
Rick and Lauri Cowell
Brian Dallmann
Mark and Pat Arnesen
Dan Gorman
Berlyn and Kathleen 
Staska
Bill and Patti Hoversten
Mary Overlee Olson
Sally Alexander 

AND RENEWALS

WE LOVE OUR 
VOLUNTEERS!



Adult/Teen Classes
BEGINNING POTTERY ON THE WHEEL FOR 
TEENS AND ADULTS 
How do you work clay on the wheel? Beginners 
will learn how to use the wheel to create three 
dimensional forms and vessels. Demonstrations 
will cover the basics of wedging, centering, pulling, 
trimming and forming functional vessels. Come and 
get your hands muddy! Dress for a mess and wear 
tennis shoes. Come to the first class with ideas, 
excitement and inspiration! One 25 lbs. bag of clay 
is included with the class; any additional clay can 
be purchased from the OAC. Basic glazing will be 
covered to fired pieces. Note that it is sometimes 
necessary to combine the youth and beginning 
adults into one class and therefore the start time for 
class could be moved up. You will be notified if that 
happens! Call instructor at 507-835-1192 or the OAC 
507-451-0533 if you have questions. 
01/31/19     6:30–9:00PM    Thursdays     $99 
OAC     Sessions: 7     Instructor: Joan Mooney

ACRYLIC PAINTING (BEGINNING & REFRESHER)
Learn the foundations of working with acrylic 
paint and see why they are the simplest and most 
effective way for an absolute beginner to learn 
how to paint successfully. Acrylics can be used 
in thin layers like watercolors or in thicker, more 
opaque applications like oil paint. They dry quickly 
and can be diluted and cleaned with water, making 
them simple to use. Bring several photos of what 
you would like to paint during class. Students are 
encouraged to bring their own acrylic supplies from 
home or purchase a complete starter acrylic paint 
set at local stores or online. Supply list included 
in course confirmation that will be emailed after 
registration.
Your instructor has over 40 years experience 
painting with acrylics and watercolor. Her own 
essential techniques with acrylics will be covered 
during class. 
02/05/19    6:00–9:00 PM     Tuesdays     $39 
OAC     Sessions: 3     Instructor: Kerry Ohnstad

Upcoming Classes at the OAC
Register through Community Ed

WATERCOLOR PAINTING (BEGINNING & 
REFRESHER)
In class you will start with learning the basics of 
watercolor while working on your own watercolor 
painting. Bring several photos of what you would 
like to paint during class. Teacher has over 40 
years of experience painting with watercolor and 
acrylics. Techniques essential to watercolor will be 
covered during classes. Students are encouraged to 
bring their own watercolor supplies from home or 
purchase a complete starter watercolor paint set at 
local stores or online. Supply list included in course 
confirmation that will be emailed after registration.
02/07/19  6:00–9:00 PM   Thursdays     $49 
OAC      Sessions: 4   Instructor: Kerry Ohnstad

ACRYLIC PAINT POURING ART CLASS- LEVEL I
Create fluid organic designs through the use of 
acrylic paints and pouring medium. Each piece 
created will be unique and original. No two pours 
are ever the same! This class includes two complete 
paintings ready to hang on your wall (frames not 
included). Wear clothes you can get paint on. All 
supplies are included the class fee. Come try this 
fun new painting technique. No previous painting 
experience or drawing skills required.
02/16/19     9:00AM–12:00PM     Saturday     $34  
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Beth DeCoux

ACRYLIC PAINT POURING ART CLASS- LEVEL II
If you were in Beth’s class last year, you are now 
ready to move on to this one! You will explore 
additional techniques and styles of creating fluid 
acrylic art. You will practice pouring tree rings, 
blowing flowers from puddle pours and swiping. 
Each piece will be original and unique – no two 
pours are ever the same. This class includes two 
complete paintings ready to hang on your wall (not 
including the frames). Wear clothes you can get 
paint on. All supplies included in the course fee. 
03/02/19     9:00AM–12:00PM     Saturday     $34  
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Beth DeCoux



HAND BUILDING FLOWERS FOR YOUR GARDEN & 
DECORATING
Learn how to create layered three dimensional
flowers for your garden and home. Students are 
encouraged to bring pictures of their flowers of 
choice or make up their own kind of flower. Finished 
flowers will not have stems. The students will have 
the choice to take their flowers home to attach to 
walls or to use as table decoration. The instructor 
will attach the flowers meant for the garden to 
garden stakes. If time allows, students may be 
able to make more than one flower. Instructor will 
provide glazing options during class. Aprons will be 
provided, but wear clothes that can get dirty.  
Email instructor with questions:  
karly.ohnstad@oacarts.org
03/02/19    9:00AM–12:00PM     Saturday    $19 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

ART AND WINE: SPLATTER ART 
Splatter painting is energetic, unpredictable and 
fun! If you’ve ever thought about trying, here’s 
your chance! Your instructor will demonstrate 
various techniques including dripping, splashing, 
and pouring. Then it’s your turn to make your 
own abstract piece! Get into a meditative state 
or be carefree and get out some emotion! Class 
fee includes supplies and a glass of wine or non-
alcoholic bubbly. Aprons will be provided, but please 
dress in clothes could get paint on them.
03/15/19    6:30–8:30PM     Friday     $19 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

Family Art Classes
I-DOODLE (CHILD/ADULT CLASS)
Parents come help your children (+ages 5) learn how 
to find art in their “scribbles” and try making some 
doodles of your own. This technique of doodling 
will focus on using one continuous line that winds 
across the paper. Form all kinds of shapes and 
outlines while trying not to lift the pen or marker 
from the page. Once the doodles are completed, 
you’ll use your imaginations to turn the doodles 
into something, maybe a hidden face, buildings or 
make-believe animals. The outcomes are endless. 
Finally you’ll use washable paints to add details to 
the drawings.
02/16/19    1:00–3:00PM     Saturday     $12 per pair 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

MAKE BELIEVE AND MYTHICAL CREATURES 
(CHILD /ADULT CLASS)
Parents bring your children (+8 yrs and up) to 
learn how to make clay mythical creatures. Your 
instructor will go over the basic techniques to make 
successful three-dimensional figures out of clay and 
then students will have the opportunity to choose 
what kind of creature they would like to make. Think 
unicorns, dragons & phoenixes or make a creature 
from your own imagination! Aprons will be provided, 
but clothes that can get dirty are recommended
03/02/19    2:00–4:00PM     Saturday    $12 per pair 
OAC     Sessions: 1     Instructor: Karly Ohnstad

Youth Classes
CLAY FOR KIDS: POTTERY WHEEL 10YRS +
How do you throw clay on the wheel? It’s not what it 
seems. Learn how to use the wheel to create three 
dimensional forms and vessels. Demonstrations 
will cover the basics of wedging, centering, pulling, 
trimming, and forming useable vessels. Beginners 
come and get your hands muddy! If you are 
accustomed to clay, come fine tune your skills, learn 
a new technique, and challenge yourself with larger 
more complex forms. Dress for a mess and wear 
tennis shoes. Come to the first class with ideas, 
excitement and inspiration! Call instructor at 507-
835-1192 or call the OAC 507-451-0533 if you have 
any questions.
01/31/19     5:00–6:30PM    Thursdays     $84 
OAC     Sessions: 7     Instructor: Joan Mooney

Upcoming Classes at the OAC, continued
Register through Community Ed

Inspiration exists,  
but it has to find you working.
Pablo Picasso



 

Owatonna Arts Center
435 Garden View Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-0533
www.oacarts.org

Artistic Director
Silvan Durben

Admin. Assistant
Donna Rollag

Education Coordinator 
Karly Ohnstad

Webmaster 
Lori Buegler

Newsletter Editor
Kristin Warehime

OAC Board Members
CJ Brase, President 
cjstar22@icloud.com

Patricia Braasch-Turri
Vice President  
patti.ann@live.com

Marlene Camilli, Treasurer
wmcam8@gmail.com

Kristin Warehime, Secretary
kristin.warehime@charter.net

Arlan Burmeister,   
arlanbev@charter.net

Beth DeCoux, 
Bettylou909@gmail.com

Andi Gaffke,  
algaffke@gmail.com

Les Abraham
lesabrah@msn.com
    --            
Sue Tuma
stumaprint@gmail.com

Tom Lange
tomlange626@gmail.com

The OAC Board  
meets the Third Tuesday  
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  
All members are always  
encouraged to attend

Visit us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/oacarts 

The Owatonna Arts Center encourages and 
celebrates the creative and performing arts 
that enrich the human spirit.


