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Jerry Deuschle
Lavern | deuschlestudio.weebly.com

I was introduced to ceramics when completing 
my art education degree at Mankato State 
College. During my nine years teaching 
secondary art, I taught a unit on ceramics. 
When my position was cut, I did not have clay 
equipment so…no clay work. When Jasper 
school closed, I bought the kiln. Now, I could 
use spare time from electrical work to work  
on ceramics. 

After several years, I was included in a variety 
of group shows at regional art centers. A grant 
from the regional arts council enabled me to 
get a larger kiln which brought about larger 
work and solo shows at regional colleges. This 
brought about an invitation to teach ceramics 
for Minnesota West Community and Technical 
College. I continue to teach one night a week 
as I have for 17 years.

My early work was all stoneware but after 
a small workshop on raku, I began to do 
more and more raku-fired work. I also hosted 
numerous workshops on raku firing, inviting 
nationally recognized raku artists as presenters. 
Potters from seven states would come to my 
studio to learn about raku. This benefited 
me personally. Now that I have retired from 
electrical work, I have more time to do studio 
work. This includes group classes, private 
lessons and parties. 
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Margie Larson
MANKATO I Bittersweetarts55@gmail.com

For this show, I took the skills I’ve been 
developing to a much larger size. I found that 
each size has certain advantages. And, now that 
I have started painting larger sizes, I cannot wait 
until I can create on large panels more often.

When I first worked with this medium (beeswax 
wax in oil paint) and style, I found a process that 
feels like home. It is free-flowing and open to 
many different ways of texturing and layering 
with oil paint. My work since discovering this 
unusual medium has inspired me to experiment 
and enjoy the creative process.

Westy Copeland
MINNEAPOLIS I wcopeland99@hotmail.com

My paintings are meant to convey a mood—
usually contemplative and/or happy, while at 
the same time alluding to the complexity of life. 
I have been working on my own style for over 
40 years, building up a personal language of 
layers. My unique view of the world is presented 
through layers of color, shape and texture. I 
‘Paint’ my canvases with brushes, rags, stamps, 
stencils, and my bare hands, often incorporating 
old music, newspaper, book pages, and maps.

My style of Modern Realism was influenced from 
a very young age by the likes of Picasso, Matisse 
and Chagall, to name just a few. I paint because 
it’s my passion.

Wax paintingPainting
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Reid Thorpe
CHASKA | reidthorpeart.com 

My philosophy of creating art stems from and 
strongly incorporates my personal study of 
aesthetics, a branch of philosophy dealing with 
beauty. I strive to capture beauty in each piece  
of art. My current work explores feelings of 
nostalgia and concepts of fragmentation—the 
way separate components work to create a whole, 
within landscapes.

I begin by experiencing nature, hiking, sitting, or 
driving the back-roads of the Midwest…observing. 
I take photographs and notes of areas and spaces 
that inspire me. Once back at my studio, I select 
photographs and begin the painting process. I 
work through composition and color to obtain the 
feel, beauty and essence of the scene. I look for 
fragments in the composition and allow myself to 
stray from the photograph for the benefit of the 
work as a whole.

My current work is strongly influenced by several 
geographical locations. I take the colors and 
feelings from these places in an effort to capture 
the characteristics that make them beautiful and 
near to my heart.  

I choose oil because I enjoy the richness and the 
luminosity it holds. The size of my work varies 
because I feel that landscapes can be either 
intimate or immense. I try to explore that idea 
by experimenting with the scale of my work. My 
work continues to grow through process and 
experimentation of techniques and media.

Craig Steinmetz
BROOKLYN PARK I Steinmetzs1@comcast.net

Art is not just a passion but a way of life for me. 
As a young man, I always loved art. I’ve been 
painting as long as I can remember. Although I 
mostly painted with acrylics, I found today my 
medium of choice is Sumi-e on rice paper reacts 
spontaneously with the ink and color, capturing 
the beauty of my subject. I look at in  
a contemporary way. I think it absorbs the 
energy from my heart, while it records the 
movement of my brush. When I paint, I focus on 
the creative progress, which is exhausting and 
yet rejuvenating. 

My work is influenced by training that came 
from master artists Susan Frame and Yuming 
Zhu and their eastern philosophy towards 
beauty and the balancing play of yin and yang 
(positive and negative forces). The images are 
not photo-realistic, yet they feel accessible, 
erupted with my emotions and passions. I 
appreciate nature and capture the grandeur 
of the universe through my contemporary and 
sometimes abstract art. Explore with me the 
beauty of our world and experience the joy of 
being a part of it.

Sumi-e painting Painting
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Healing Arts Program 

DURING THE DESIGN PLANNING for the 

replacement hospital in Owatonna, we realized 

that the healing process for patients must involve 

more than medicine and technology. It also 

must involve human touch, personal caring and 

an overall healing environment that makes’s a 

difference in a patient’s recovery. 

The Owatonna Hospital Healing Arts Program 

seeks to engage viewers momentarily in reflective 

and transformative experiences that naturally 

contribute to lessening anxiety, stress and worries 

and promoting healing. 

The visual arts, music, natural light, images and 

elements of nature, and healing interior design 

have shown to contribute to the comfort, safety, 

privacy and wellness of every individual involved 

in the healing process. The Healing Arts Program 

is a collaboration between Owatonna Hospital 

and the Owatonna Arts Center. Works by regional 

and local artists that speak to the essence and 

spirit of healing are displayed in waiting areas, 

conference rooms, and patient and staff corridors. 

Exhibits are rotated every three to four months, 

offering variety and interest for patients, families, 

visitors and staff, as well as opportunities for many 

regional artists to participate.

Patients, visitors and staff can also purchase  

select pieces of art on exhibit. To purchase a 

piece of artwork, call the Owatonna Arts Center 

at 507-451-0533.
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